FORT GEORGE G. MEADE COUNCIL’S REPORT

1. The one hundred and ninth (109) meeting of the Fort George
G. Meade Retiree Council was held at Bldg 2234 Huber Road, Fort
George G. Meade, Maryland at 9:10a.m., 27 September 2008. In
accordance with AR 600-8-7, this report of the meeting Iis
submitted:

a. The following members were present:
COL Bert L. Rice, USA Ret (Chairman)
SGM Kenneth L. McCall Sr., USA Ret (Co-Chairman)
COL Erwin Burtnick, USA Ret

COL Edward W. Uemura, USA Ret

MAJ Edward J. Calhoon, USA Ret

MAJ William S. Heath, USA Ret

CW3 Gregory Crites, USN Ret

SGM J. Paul Funk, USA Ret

1SG Eugene Johnson, USA Ret

MSG Barbara Barron, USA Ret

SFC Robert Caswell, USA Ret

SFC Carlo Deporto, USA Ret

MSGT Charles Plummer, USAF Ret

SFC James Wafer, USA Ret

SSG Walter B. Hollman, Sr., USA Ret
Mrs. Cecille Morse

Mrs. Catherine Eckford

2. The meeting was called to order with a welcome from COL
Rice. The invocation was given by SFC DePorto, followed by the
reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance led by COL Rice.

3. CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS: COL Rice introduced the following
guest:

a. COL Daniel Thomas, Installation Commander, who shared the
following comments:

(1) Extended kudos to the Council for the service and
support it provides to both the installation and the military
retired community.

(2) Having been on the installation for a short while, he
had been impressed with the degree of professionalism and volume
of support that the volunteers provide.

(3) Provided a short presentation relative to his
personal life, military career and assignments.

(4) Discussed his “Open Door Policy” and invited all to
participate.



(5) He indicated that he would be attending the Retiree
Appreciation Day activities.
(6) Accepted questions/comments from attendees.

COL Uemura — The Llewellyn Ave gate entrance from Route
175 was opened on Saturday, but entrance to the post itself was
blocked. COL Rice reported that the gate was opened to allow
participants attending the Flea Market access to the Pavilion
where i1t was being held, but restricted entrance to the post
proper (civilians are allowed to enter the Flea Market).

SFC Wafer — The food establishments in and near the
exchange mall, normally close for business around 9 p.m. This
affects the guest house transients in particular. 1Is there any
way that some of the eateries can remain open longer? (The
Shoppette has extended hours, but he can not provide an answer
until he evaluates the situation).

CW3 Crites — Expressed concern relative to the vehicular
speeding violations on post, especially on Rockenbach. (The
problem post wide is a big concern and he has prepared a policy
to address same which will be published in the SoundOff iIn the
coming weeks.)

Mrs. Mary Williams, Commissary Manager — Expressed parking
concerns at the commissary during rainy weather when people
drive their vehicles up under the overhead apron to keep their
groceries from becoming wet while loading same. A hazard to
customers entering and exiting the commissary is created.

(After extensive discussion It was determined that the
Commissary would have to eliminate the problem and that he would
assist where needed. One solution was to install more concrete
planters that would prevent drivers from being able to drive
into the area.)

SGM McCall — Addressed the problem of skate-boarding in
the area of the bowling alley. Skaters enter the street at a
high speed exposing themselves to vehicle traffic from the
commissary and creating a hazard to themselves and drivers. He
has seen many close calls there. (He will look into the problem
and seek corrective action.)

SGM McCall — The entrance to the shopping complex from
MacArthur (where the neon sign iIs located and there Is a median
strip) the turn lanes at the end of the street near the bowling
alley should be identified since the street is two lanes wide.
He has seen several near misses where cars have crossed into



each others path when executing a left or right turn. (He will
address this concern.)

(7) COL Thomas, COL Rice and SGM McCall, presented
Volunteer Certificates of Appreciation to MSGT Plummer and SFC
Wafer (They were not present at the meeting at which the other
members of the council received theirs.

b. Ms. Mary Williams (Commissary Manager) and Mr. Frank
Macias (Assistant) discussed the following:

(1) Thanked the council for all they do to support the
commissary’s efforts.

(2) Gave all attendees shopping bags that had their logo
on same and contained coupons, etc.

(3) Informed all of the success that the Early bird
shopping program is having and also of the concerns that the
self checkout customers have when brown bags are not available
for their use.

(4) Addressed the forthcoming case lot sale promotion, the
Seafood road show and the availability of jobs at the
commissary.

(5) Informed all of the commissary’s scholarship program
and they will start accepting applications in November 2008.
For more information, the commissary should be contacted.

(6) Accepted questions and comments from attendees:

COL Rice — Suggested that the brown bags be returned
to the self checkout lanes. (To be taken under advisement.)

CW3 Crites — Current policy requires razors and blades
be kept at the Customer Service counter, but not in view where
customers can see what is available and suggested that sample
products be placed in the glass case so customers will know what
is available. (To be taken under advisement.)

Note: They will be supporting the RAD on 17 October.

c. Mr. Vincent James, PX manager and acting AAFES manager,
addressed the following:

(1) The departure of Leo Bitner to Irag and that Leo
wanted to thank the council for the support provided during his
tenure and that he will be returning to the area upon completion
of his tour.

(2) Attended a master planning meeting where construction
for the PX area is scheduled for 2011.

(3) Jobs are available.



(4) An October Tent Sale is planned and entertainment
products are on sale now.

(5) Because of the high cost of thefts, deterrent devices
are being installed. (SGM McCall reminded him that at a
previous meeting It was suggested that those found guilty of
theft, etc., have action taken to strip them of their shopping
privileges and is this being done. Yes, was the reply.) COL
Rice suggested that an aggressive program must be developed and
pursued.

(6) Accepted questions and comments from attendees:

SGM Funk — The Buddy List is slow announcing sales.
(There have been problems, but is being corrected.)

Mrs. Morse — Expressed concerns relative to the cost
of electronic items when compared to the local stores. (If this
occurs, the PX will match prices if the advertisement 1is
presented or is within five (5) dollars of the PX price will
accept a verbal challenge.)

Mrs. Eckford — The school supplies sale signs were
very confusing and not explicit relative to products. (The
problem was noted and corrective action was taken.)

COL Rice presented concerns prepared by CSM Matlock-
Williams that is to be addressed by Mr. James.

(7) Mr. James thanked the council for their continued
support and issued gift bags to all attendees.
Note: They will be supporting the RAD on 17 October.

d. COL (USA Ret) Bernard Cullen, Director of Human
Resources, stated that Mr. Ashley would address the RAD
activity. (He did provide, fresh from his garden, chili peppers
and was thanked for same.

e. COL Rice reviewed (with the council), the minutes of the
7 June 2008 meeting with the council. A motion was made to
accept the minutes by SFC Caswell, seconded by SFC DePorto and
approved by the body.

f. COL Rice remarked on the following:
(1) Select i1tems from the current issue of the Army
Echoes.
(2) The letter sent to LTG (USA Ret) Vollrath thanking
him for accepting the invitation to speak at our RAD.
(3) Gold Star Mothers proclamation.
(4) The need to update council roster.



4. RSO REMARKS: Mr. Ashley reported on Mr. Ashley reported on
the schedule of events for the RAD and all coordination had been
affected. SGM McCall will arrange for council volunteers to man
the registration tables, operate the RAD cabs (golf carts) and
to serve as guides. (COL Rice provided additional comments
relative to RAD.)

5. OLD BUSINESS: None.
6. NEW BUSINESS: None.

7. APG UPDATE: COL Rice reported that their replacements had
not been selected as of this date.

8. WESTERN MARYLAND UPDATE: Representative not present.

9. KIMBROUGH ADVISORY COUNCIL: COL Uemura reported on the
following:

a. The clinic has a new Commander and will be attending the
RAD.

b. Renovation continues to be made to the clinic, but is not
impacting service.

c. The pharmacy is being reorganized to Improve service.
d. Immunizations will be available at the RAD.

e. SGM McCall informed all of the necessity to receive
shingles immunization i1If the requirements are met.

10. FORT MEADE COMMISSARY COUNCIL: SGM Funk nor Mrs. Eckford
had remarks.

11. ARMY FAMILY ADVISORY BOARD: Mrs. Morse remarked on the
upcoming AFAP session and that delegates were needed. COL Rice
discussed what transpires at an AFAP.

12. CO-CHAIRMAN”S REMARKS: SGM McCall remarked on the
following:

a. Earlier in the year, it was proposed that the council
consider organizing a survivors/caregivers symposium and after
further discussion it was decided that the Anne Arundel Veterans
Affairs Commission of which McCall was the Chair, may take on
this project. McCall has since resigned from that commission.
However, the State of Maryland Department of Veterans Affairs is



organizing Veterans Musters iIn the county’s that will focus on
the i1ssues that we had proposed to address and there is no need
for our council to pursue the subject.

b. At his Maryland Veterans Commission meeting of 29 July
2008, i1tems discussed that may be of interest to the council:
*Maryland has over 484,000 veterans residing in the
state.
*The Korean War Veterans Association charter had been
approved.
*The Maryland Veterans State Benefits and Information
Guide, Summer 2008, will soon be available (he will bring copies
to the RAD.)
c. Those that have gifts to be used as door prizes for the
RAD should bring them to the RAD on 17 October (SSG Hollman
donated six (6) bags of his famous peanuts).

d. Those helping at the RAD were asked to see SGM McCall
after today’s meeting.

e. Council meeting schedule:

Saturday, 6 December 2008 — Review RAD 2008 event and
comments received.

Saturday, 7 March 2009 — Open.

Saturday, 6 June 2009 - Open

13. GOOD OF THE ORGANIZATION: None.

14. The meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m. with a reminder that
the next meeting would be held at bldg 2234 Huber Road, Fort
Meade at 9 a.m., 6 December 2008.

BERT L. RICE KENNETH L. MCCALL, SR.
COL, USA Ret SGM, USA Ret
Chairman, Fort Meade Co-Chairman, Fort Meade

Retiree Council Retiree Council



