
FORT GEOGRE G. MEADE RETIREE COUNCIL'S REPORT  
 
   
 
   
 
1.  The one hundred and twenty-second (122) meeting of the Fort George G. Meade 
Retiree Council was held in building 2234 Huber Road, Fort George G. Meade, 
Maryland at 9:14 AM 3 December 2011, and in accordance with AR 600-8-7, this 
report of the meeting is submitted.  
 
   
 
a.  The following members were present:  
 
MG Roderick J. Isler, USA Ret (Chairman)  
 
SGM Kenneth L. McCall, Sr., USA Ret (Co-Chairman)  
 
COL Erwin Burtnick, AUS Ret  
 
COL Bert L. Rice, USA Ret  
 
COL Edward H. Uemura, USA Ret  
 
MAJ William S. Heath, USA Ret  
 
CSM Saundra A. Matlock-Williams, USA Ret  
 
SGM J. Paul Funk, AUS Ret  
 
MSG Barbara Barron, AUS Ret  
 
1SG Richard Gillman, AUS Ret  
 
SFC Carlo DePorto, USA Ret  
 
MSGT Charles E. Plummer, USAF Ret  
 
Mrs Catherine Eckford  
 
   
 
2.  MG Isler called the meeting to order with a welcome to all.  SFC DePorto was 
welcomed back (had suffered a recent injury that hospitalized him) and he was 
asked to render the invocation.  MG Isler led the Pledge of Allegiance and then 
shared his positive comments relative to our Retiree Appreciation Day conducted 
on 7 October 2011.  He was extremely please with its execution and thanked Mrs 
Taylor and her staff and all others who helped in making it a memorable occasion.  
(COL Rice added his kudos as well.)  MG Isler then introduced the following 
guest:  
 



   
 
a.  Mr Walter Young, Store Manager, Fort Meade Commissary, who thanked the 
retiree community for their continuing support and their patience during the on-
going construction stating that internal construction was nearly 99 percent 
completed.  New shelving should be installed by late January 2012 and electronic 
labeling late February 2012.  The store did $1 million in business 3 days prior 
to Thanksgiving selling more than eight (8) truckloads of turkeys.  Mr Mertz, the 
Commissary Director, will be transferring to another state on 19 December 2011 
and his replacement should be in shortly thereafter.  He then responded to 
comments:  
 
Mrs Eckford:  "Why were the cooked (hot) chickens removed from the Deli and 
placed at the front of the store?"  DECA ordered this move as a convenience for 
shoppers and has proven to be a boon for those who do not have the time to wait 
in line for service.  In fact, the placement of readymade salads, drinks and the 
like appears to have been a positive move as well.  
 
COL Rice:  "The early shopping and other extended hours seem to be working real 
well and was a great move on the part of management."  Many customers have voiced 
the same remarks and we will continue to improve on service which will always be 
a priority with the store and its employees.  
 
   
 
b.  COL Wendy Messick, AUS Ret., Director, Directorate of Human Resources, Fort 
Meade, reported that the ID Card Section would be open the first Saturday, in 
each month(pre-cluding those that follow holidays) on a walk-in basis and will 
have limited serving hours.  Also, those service and family members that have 
their social security number on the ID cards must receive a new one in order to 
be in compliance with new regulations.  
 
   
 
3.  MG Isler addressed the minutes of the previous meeting and entertained a 
motion to approve.  The motion carried.  
 
   
 
4.  RSO Remarks.  Mrs Anna Taylor remarked on the following:  
 
   
 
a.  RAD 2011.  Thanked all for the outstanding support that she received from the 
Council, her staff and installation activities (especially KACC and the Fort 
Meade Retiree Community).  The turn-out exceeded more than that which was 
expected (over 300 signed-in).  She acknowledged the fact that the sign-in 
procedure produced a bottle-neck and would be changed for RAD 2012.  
 
   
 



b.  RAD 2012.  Tentative dates to be considered, 7 or 14 September 2012 and will 
be discussed at our next meeting.  She also asked that suggestions be presented 
to her as pertains to any additions or deletions to the program.  
 
   
 
c.  COLA Adjustment for 2012.  A memo from the Under Secretary of Defense 
addressing same was distributed to attendees.  
 
   
 
d.  TRICARE Pharmacy Program Handbook.  COL Simmons provided same to Mrs Taylor 
for distribution at this meeting because she, COL Simmons would not be in 
attendance.  Also, effective 1 February 2012, KACC, will again have an Operating 
Room.  A copy of a news release from  the TRICARE Management Activity (Release 
#11-60) was distributed to all and pertained to the TRICARE Young Adult Prime 
option coverage  that will become available on 1 January 2012.  
 
   
 
e.  AR 600-8-7 pertains to Army Retiree Councils and all were suggested to go on 
the Army web-site and review same.  SGM McCall had asked if she could acquire 
copies of same for issuance.  
 
   
 
5.  Old Business:  Issues for the Army Chief of Staff's Retiree Council had not 
been forwarded and it was suggested that action be taken to ensure submittal of 
same for their 2013 session.  Also, no council member had submitted the necessary 
paperwork to be considered for nomination to the ACS Council.   
 
   
 
6.  New Business:  MG Isler remarked on the installations decision to revise 
their policy and reversed the decision to require vehicles that enter Fort Meade 
to display Fort Meade's decal or one that was issued by an authorized DOD entity 
(the item had been published in the Sound Off).  The option to to follow the new 
guidance was given to local commanders.    
 
Many points of discussion were raised to include the requirement by other 
installations to have windshield stickers in place if they wanted to gain entry.  
COL Rice advised that it would behoove all to continue to display the sticker 
especially if they had need to enter the premises of other service branches.  
Bottom line, it remains an individual responsibility as to which direction that 
they desire to take  
 
   
 
7.  APG Update.  Having not received a response from the installation to 
participate as a member of the Fort Meade Council, SGM McCall suggested that 
action be taken to remove them from our roles.  
 



   
 
8.  Western Maryland Update.  The suggestion made for APG, is recommended for 
Western Maryland since a volunteer from the area has not stepped forward to 
represent same.  
 
   
 
9.  Kimbrough Council Update.  As indicated above, Mrs Taylor shared COL Simmons 
report.  
 
   
 
10. Fort Meade Commissary Council Update.  Having received Mr Young's report, 
there was nothing to add to same.  
 
   
 
11. Co-Chairman's Remarks.  SGM McCall addressed the following:   
 
   
 
a.  The use of a contractor (SAIC) by the DOD to assist those who may have had 
their medical records compromised by a hacker and may suffer having their credit 
records misused.  The program requires that you enroll with them and they will 
monitor your credit records.  The first year is free, but there is a charge for 
fallowing years.  
 
   
 
b.  Information had been received that KACC was now treating Disabled Veterans 
and that appointments were being made by the Baltimore Area VA. The person 
sharing the information produced an appointment slip showing that they were to 
report to KACC for medical treatment and that the individual had a choice of 
either going to the Glen Burnie VA clinic or the facility at Fort Meade.  No one 
seemed to be aware of this policy change and SGM McCall stated that he would 
pursue this concern.  
 
   
 
c.  Thanked Mrs Taylor and her staff for their outstanding performance during RAD 
2011.  It was the best that we have had in many years and was directly attributed 
to her hands-on approach and leadership.  Also, COL Uemura, MSG Barron and SSG 
Hollman were thanked for their day long assistance at the sign-in tables and 
those members of the Council who provided gifts to be used as door prizes were 
thanked and identified:  MG Isler, SGM McCall, SSG Hollman and Mrs Eckford.  The 
RSO donated a bench set.  
 
   
 
d.  COL Rice was cited for his BRAC briefing to the Maryland Veterans Commission 
at its recent meeting held at Fort Meade.  



 
   
 
e.  Discussed a Veterans Bill, HR 674< that was recently signed into law that 
offered tax credits for those who hired veterans.  
 
   
 
f.  Discussed his participation in Fort Meade's Town Hall meeting on 30 November 
2011  
 
   
 
g.  Distributed articles pertaining to the following:  
 
*The identification of more diseases tied to Agent Orange use during the Vietnam 
War.  
 
*The introduction of the use by VA of its pilot Virtual Lifetime Electronic 
Record (VLER) program in certain communities and would allow the exchange of 
veterans health records with private providers.  
 
*A pilot VA program that would allow veterans in the Midwest to access certain 
medical care through a combination of video, e-mail and text applications.  The 
Online Care service would allow veterans to visit their health care providers, 
both primary doctors and multidisciplinary care teams, online.  
 
*Senator Barbara Mikulski's Housing Homeless Veterans bill.  
 
*Senator Ben Cardin's Hotel for Heroes program.    
 
His submittal of concerns that were voiced relative to the hospital shuttle bus 
service between KAAC and Walter Reed.  Installation responses were also attached.  
NOTE:  this was given on a need to know basis. 
If you have questions, please call me at 301/395-0176.  Ken 
 
   
 
h.  Council Meeting Schedule:  
 
+Saturday, 3 March 2012 - To be determined.  
 
+Saturday, 9 June 2012 - To be determined.  
 
+Saturday, 8 September 2012 - To be determined.  
 
   
 
12. For the Good of the Organization:  
 
   
 



a.  MG Isler discussed the initiative to build another Crypto logical Museum at 
Fort Meade and his involvement with same.  It will be a Center of Excellence 
costing in the area of $60 million through the use of private and public funds  
 
.  
 
b.  COL Rice identified the efforts of relocating a Valley Forge collection to 
the museum at Fort Meade.   
 
   
 
c.  COL Rice addressed the funding impact and its affect on Fort Meade.  
 
   
 
d.  SGM McCall announced his resignation from the Retiree Council effective 1 
January 2012.  He has served as the Co-Chair in access of thirty-three (33) years 
and identified CSM Matlock-Williams as his replacement for she not only is a past 
Installation CSM, but in retirement remains involved and in touch with the 
military retiree community.  She will do an outstanding job and will assist her 
in the forthcoming transition.  He thanked the members of the Council for their 
support over the past years and the successes that it has enjoyed is directly 
related to their involvement.  
 
   
 
13.  MG Isler entertained a motion to adjourn and did so at 10:15 AM.  The motion 
carried.  A reminder that the next meeting is to be held in building 2234 Huber 
Road, Fort Meade, MD at 9 AM, 3 March 2012, was made.  
 
   
 
   
 
RODERICK J. ISLER                                      KENNETH L. MCCALL, SR.  
 
MG, USA Ret                                            SGM, USA Ret  
 
Chairman, Fort Meade                                   Co -Chairman, Fort Meade  
 
  Retiree Council                                               Retiree Council   

 


