FORT GEORGE G. MEADE RETIREE COUNCIL'S REPORT

1. The one hundred and twentieth (120) meeting of the Fort George G. Meade
Retiree Council was held in building 2234 Huber Road, Fort George G. Meade,
Maryland at 9:13 AM, 6 June 2011, and in accordance with AR 600-8-7, this report
of the meeting is submitted.

a. The following members were present:

MG Roderick J. Isler, USA Ret (Chairman)

SGM Kenneth L. McCall, Sr., USA Ret (Co-Chairman)
COL Erwin Burtnick, AUS Ret

COL Bert L. Rice, USA Ret

COL E. Jean Simmons, USA Ret

MAJ William Heath, USA Ret

MAJ Edward J. Calhoon, AUS Ret

CSM Saundra A. Matlock-Williams USA Ret

SGM J. Paul Funk, AUS Ret SGM James Gilbert, USA Ret
MSG Barbara J. Barron, AUS Ret

MSGT Charles Plummer, USAF Ret

SSG Shirley Grande, USA Ret

SSG Walter B. Hollman, Sr., USA Ret

Mrs Catherine Eckford

2. MG Isler called the meeting to order with a welcome to all. The invocation
was given by SGM McCall and MG Isler led the Pledge of Allegiance. MG Isler
addressed the minutes (see paragraph 3). He then introduced the following guest:
a. LCDR Wendy George, USN (Joint Task Force CapMed and Walter Reed Army Medical
Center) and Mrs Tanya E. DelValle, Walter Reed Health Care System Executive
Services (US Army MEDCOM, WRAMC) who had been invited to brief the Council on the
upcoming relocation of Walter Reed's medical services. Their briefing was
extensive and extremely informative and they answered all questions that were
asked They distributed literature and provided their personal contact
information (LCDR George, 301/319-8936 and Mrs DelValle, 202/280-3932 or
tanya.delvalle@us.army.mil).

The relocation is to be completed prior to 15 September 2011 with all services
transferred from Walter Reed to Bethesda prior to that date. (Because of the
volume of information provided and the numerous questions asked, the capture of
same in detail was not possible.) Their briefing concluded at 9:45 AM and MG
Isler thanked them for their participation and taking the time to visit with the
Council especially on a Saturday morning.

NOTE: Mrs DelValle stated that since she resided locally, she would be available
for a follow-up briefing if requested.

b. Mr Walter Young, Store Manager, Fort Meade Commissary, provided thanks to the
Retired Fort Meade Community through the Council, for their continued support and
their patience while renovations at the commissary continues. He distributed a
handout and provided an update on the construction which had fallen behind and 1is
now scheduled to be completed by October/December 2011. He addressed the
forthcoming sales and the importance of joining the commissary's Buddy List. SGM
Gilbert commented on the success of the small shopping carts that had been



introduced and expressed the need for more to be added (all concurred). (His
contact information is 301/677-6130 or walter.young@deca.mil.) MG Isler thanked
Mr Young for his attendance and presentation.

c. Mr Larry Ronke, AAFES Main Store Manager, Fort Meade, provided thanks to the
Retired Fort Meade Community through the Council, for their continuing support of
their facilities. He discussed AAFES new branding and will now be known as the
EXCHANGE with a new symbol. The current shoppette will undergo an upgrade in
July 2011 and a new Shoppette has been approved for construction which could
start in 2012. He also addressed upcoming sales, the importance of being on
their Buddy List and using the Military Star Card and their Master Card which
issues points for future redemption. Gift bags were issued to all in attendance.
(His contact information is 410/674-7170 or ronkel@aafes.com). MG Isler extended
thanks to Mr Ronke for presentation as well as his attendance

d. Mr Richard Lee, Adjutant, Fort Meade Military Personnel Division (1SG, USA
Ret), was introduced by Mrs Taylor as her new supervisor and assistant to COL
Cullen, Director of Human Resources.

3. MG Isler addressed the minutes and entertained a motion to accept same. The
motion carried.

4. RSO Remarks. Mrs Anna M. Taylor reported on the following:

a. APG Retiree Council representation at Fort Meade Council meetings. Has
established contact and is working on same.

b. Army Echoes will not be mailed, on line distribution only.

c. RAD, 7 October 2011. Coordination continues, in need of a guest speaker (COL
Kenneth McCreedy, former Installation Commander or CAPTAIN "Bud" Schneeweiss,
USCG Retired). CAPTAIN Schneeweiss was a presenter at our June 2010 Symposium
and is well versed in "retiree affairs/issues™ and if available, should be
invited as our keynote speaker. SGM McCall stated that at his recent Community
Council meeting, he made attendees aware of the forthcoming RAD and many wanted
to participate either through donation of door prizes or setting up booths. SSG
Hollman had a question relative to the issuance of new ID cards for retirees
which would not include a social security number. Mrs Taylor provided a response
with more information to follow.

d. Fort Meade's contracted Gate Security Guards are undergoing a transition to
Gate Police with additional training to qualify for hiring as a GS employee.

e. Still Serving (Fort Meade's Retiree Council newsletter) is being drafted and
information for same is needed.

5. 0ld Business: COL Rice stated that 50% of the contributions to the AER
campaign came from military retirees and reminded all that the RAD would be held
at the McGill Training Center.

6. New Business: None



7. APG Update. See 4a above.

8. Western Maryland Update. None. A representative has not been identified as
of this date.

9. Kimbrough Council Update. COL Simmons provided handouts and addressed the
following:

*Increase in Tricare fees anticipated.

*Discussed the Tricare Young Adult program (see handout).

*Open enrollment at KACC for retirees under age 65.

*Requirements for being seen after hours at other health care facilities.

10. Fort Meade Commissary Council. Neither SGM Funk nor Mrs Eckford had
anything else to add to Mr Young's remarks other than to pass on kudo's for doing
a great job.

11. Co-Chairman's Remarks. SGM McCall addressed the following:

a. Provided information relative to the Maryland Department of Veterans Affairs
initiative to have Maryland Drivers License annotated with a code that would
identify the driver as being an Honorably Discharged Veteran of our nations
military service. This would provide a photo ID for them to use when seeking
veteran/military discounts offered by vendors. A number of states have
implemented policies offering same.

b. Expressed concerns at the Community Council meeting relative to the new
pickup/discharge points for the Walter Reed shuttle bus and the negative impact
it is having on the older military retiree and spouses who use same. The
Installation Commander said that he will request a new study of the policy based
on the information provided.

c. Department of Veterans Affairs (federal) and their Aid and Attendance policy.
Many older veterans and retirees who feel that they qualify for this program, are
being denied the benefit and it comes at a time when available funds for use for
their existence has dwindled due to the current economic situation. Their
families can no longer provide them assistance because of the hardships that they
face. Those council members in attendance that belong to service oriented
organizations were asked to have their organizations to solicit support from
their federal representatives in addressing the need to ease the qualifying
requirements for benefit eligibility. COL Burtnik provided additional comments
in support of same.

d. SSG Shirley Grande was introduced to the Council as a new member.
e. Issued Information Worksheets to be completed so as to update member files.

f. Council Meeting Schedule:

*Saturday, 10 September 2011 - Receive reports and make final preparations for
RAD 2011. Prepare draft report on issues for submittal to ACofS Retiree Council.
Collect door prizes for RAD 2011. Identify personnel needs for sign-in, etc.
*Saturday, 3 December 2011 - Review RAD activity and receive comments as to
possible changes that could be made for RAD 2012. Finalize and submit issues to



the ACofS Retiree Council. Discuss 2012 Retiree Benefits Symposium, if
applicable.

*Saturday, 3 March 2012 - To be determined.

*Saturday, 9 June 2012 - To be determined.

12. For the Good of the Organization:

a. SGM McCall thanked all for their support of the Council and their many
contributions made to increase the quality of life for those whom we represent.

b. MG Isler extended his thanks also. He also stated that after listening to
the many comments made during the meeting, he offered this suggestion to all:
When asking questions and seeking responsible answers, make sure that you ask the
right person. Many problems could be averted by doing same".

13. MG Isler entertained a motion to adjourn and did so at 10:56 AM. A reminder
was issued relative to the next meeting that is to be held in building 2234 Huber
Road, Fort Meade, MD, at 9AM, 10 September 2011.

RODERICK ISLER KENNETH L. MCCALL, SR.
MG, USA Ret SGM, USA Ret
Chairman, Fort Meade Retiree Co-Chairman, Fort Meade Retiree

Council Council



