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On July 26, 2011, Fort Meade garrison conducted a change of command ceremony.  This ceremony witnessed the 
passing of the flag from COL Daniel L. Thomas to COL Edward C. Rothstein, Fort George G. Meade, Garrison 
Commander.   

This issue is dedicated to enhancing communication on who COL Rothstein is, along with his personal values, command 
philosophy, strategic imperatives and thoughts on garrison values and vision.  Narrative below is taken directly from COL 
Rothstein’s published biography. 

A native of Wayne, N.J., Col. Edward C. Rothstein enlisted into the U.S. Army in 1983 and completed 
his basic training at Fort Dix, N.J. He was subsequently assigned to the 1-314th Infantry (Mechanized), 
USAR, Lock Haven, Pa. Upon commissioning through R.O.T.C. and completion of the basic course in 
1986, Col. Rothstein was assigned to the 6-3rd Air Defense Artillery (PATRIOT) Battalion, Kaiserslautern, 
Germany, where he held staff positions as the battalion chemical officer and later as the assistant 
operations officer.  In 1990, Col. Rothstein transitioned into the Military Intelligence Corps and was first 
assigned to 4-17th Infantry (Light), 7th Infantry Division, and Fort Ord, Calif. He served as the battalion 
intelligence officer for two years. 

After the furling of the 7th Infantry Division (Light) colors in 1993, Col. Rothstein was assigned to 
743rd Military Intelligence Battalion, Fort Meade, Md., where he served as assistant operations officer, 
company commander and battalion operations officer.  In addition, Col. Rothstein was in the initial 
National Systems Development Program class in 1993. 

Staying within the Military District of Washington area, Col. Rothstein served on the 1996 Presidential 
Inaugural Committee and then reported to the Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Intelligence at the 
Pentagon where he served as a staff action officer. 

Col. Rothstein was then assigned to the 302nd Military Intelligence Battalion and V Corps where he 
served in both Heidelberg and Wiesbaden, Germany, as the corps collection manager, ACE chief and 
battalion executive officer. While staying in Germany, Col. Rothstein moved to the European Command, 
Stuttgart serving in multiple staff positions. 

In 2005, Col. Rothstein was selected to be the G2, 7th Infantry Division, and Fort Carson, Colo., that 
later re-flagged to Division West, 1st Army, and Fort Carson where he continued to serve as the senior 
intelligence officer.  During his time at Fort Carson, Col. Rothstein deployed to Iraq with 10th Special 
Forces Group as part of the Combined Joint Special Operations Task Force - Arabian Peninsula. 

Col. Rothstein returned to Fort Meade in 2007 when he served in the Meade Operation Center at the 
National Security Agency and then as the military assistant to the director’s science advisor until 2009. 
 Prior to assuming duties as Fort Meade’s garrison commander, Col. Rothstein deployed to Afghanistan in 
2010 to Headquarters, International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) initially serving as the collection 
manager and later as the chief, Intelligence Operations Division. 

His academic credentials include a Bachelor of Science in Education from Lock Haven State 
University, a Masters of Human Resources from Webster University and a Masters of National Resource 
Management from the National Defense University. His professional military education includes Chemical 
Officer Basic Course, Military Intelligence Transition and Advance Course, Command and General Staff 
College and the Industrial College of the Armed Forces. 

Col. Rothstein's personal awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star, Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, Iraqi Campaign Medal, Afghanistan Campaign 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism Medal and NATO Medal. 

Col. Rothstein is married to the former Audrey Short from Clarksville, Tenn., and has two children, 
Emily and Sam. 

“We are not going to be 
new and improved 
because we are not old 
and crummy!” 
—COL Edward C. Rothstein, Fort 
George G. Meade, Garrison 
Commander.  This was part of COL 
Rothstein’s incoming message to the 
workforce, expressed at the July 26, 
2011, Commander’s Call. 

COL Edward C. Rothstein,  
Fort George G. Meade,  
Garrison Commander. 
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Where do YOU fit into the FGGM Strategic Plan? 

COL Rothstein took the time to present the information contained within this issue to the workforce 
at his inaugural Commander’s Call on July 26, 2011.  Another item that was communicated dealt with his 
Strategic Imperatives that are aligned with the current installation goals, as well as the IMCOM       
Campaign Plan (IMCP) Lines of Effort (LOEs). 
 Quality of Life (aligned with Goal 1 and LOE 2) 
 Installation Infrastructure and Facilities (aligned with Goal 2 and LOEs 4 and 6) 
 Safe and Secure Environment (aligned with Goal 3 and LOEs 1 and 5) 
 Maintain Mission Ready Workforce (aligned with Goal 4 and LOE 3) 
 Continuously Improve Business Practices (aligned with Goal 5 which is aligned with all LOEs) 

Values and Vision 

COL Rothstein’s expectations: 
 
 TRUST… “Walking in the 

door, it all begins with 
trust.” 

 
 HONESTY… “I know you 

will always tell the truth.” 
 
 RELIABILITY… “I know 

that I can count on you 
when needed.” 

 
 COMPETENCY… “I 

know you are competent to 
complete the tasks expected 
of you.” 

 
 CLIMATE FOR 

INNOVATION… “My 
goal is to promote an 
environment where 
employees feel compelled, 
empowered to expand roles 
when in the best interest of 
the organization and the 
Fort Meade community.” 

Command 
Philosophy 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

 COL Rothstein’s last name is pronounced “Roth-steen”, not “Roth-stine”.        
 

 Fort Meade will conduct Integrated Strategic and Sustainability Planning (ISSP)      
sessions beginning on 31 Oct.  These sessions will include key players from the       
garrison, tenant commands, partners, and stakeholders (inside and outside the gates).  
ISSP efforts will be facilitated by the garrison’s PAIO staff. 

 

 You can submit ideas, suggestions, and/or questions related to the strategic newsletter.  
Send them to Raul Schuett at raul.schuett@us.army.mil.  

“It all begins with trust!” 

—COL Edward C Rothstein, Fort 

George G. Meade, Garrison 

Commander. 

Top Image: Listed above are the 5 IMCOM Principles of Sustainability.  
These 5 principles act as pillars, standing up sustainability and highlighting 
how all principles are inextricably linked, in order to optimize resource  
allocation and process performance. 


