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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

October 1, 2013
VA Health Care Continues to Serve Veterans During Government Shutdown
(Baltimore, MD) – In regards to the government shutdown, it is important to know that the Veterans Health Administration, the branch of VA that operates our VA medical centers, including the VA Maryland Health Care System, has advance appropriations for fiscal year 2014.  This means that our hospitals, clinics and other health services will remain open.

Regarding benefit payments administered by the Veterans Benefits Administration: Claims processing and payments in the compensation, pension, education, and vocational rehabilitation programs are anticipated to continue through late October.  However, in the event of a prolonged shutdown, claims processing and payments in these programs would be suspended as available funding is exhausted.

And regarding the National Cemetery Administration: Interments will continue, but may be on a reduced schedule.

In the event of a prolonged shutdown, VA will continue to review and update its plan in conjunction with the applicable legal requirements and circumstances.

More information is available, and will be updated, at www.va.gov. 
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